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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 12-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Rader (US 5,063,859) in view of Maley (US 3,822,493) and further in view of Romca et 

al (US 6,578,795). 

Rader discloses a railroad car body comprised of an upper deck and a 

lower deck, which defines upper and lower compartments. A plurality of seats are 

arranged in both the upper and lower decks of the railcar. A set of stairs and landing are 

positioned between the decks and allow passengers to move from one deck to the next. 

Each of the two stories of the car can be separated into compartments. The Examiner 

has interpreted that when a passenger enters through the center door they can go left 

or right into respective compartments of the train. Figure 11 shows the passenger car 

with a line marking a half section of the car. The right portion can be interpreted as one 

compartment and the same can be done with the left section. Figure 10 depicts a 

passenger section on the left of the figure and a platform area 98 on the right of the 

figure. These two sections can be interpreted as different compartments. Figure 9 

shows the same interpretation with a passenger section and a kitchen area 110. The 

railcar is further comprised of end doors at either longitudinal ends of the car which 
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allow passengers to move from one car to another in the train consist. Access doors are 
also placed on the sides of the railcar intermediate the ends of the car allowing 
passengers to board and disembark the car. 

Rader discloses the railcar as disclosed above. However, Rader does not 
specifically disclose the use of identifying means on the railcar. It is well known in the art 
that railcars will have signs on the exterior to show the destination of the railcar or a 
specific car name or number. It is also well known in the art that railcars will also have 
identifying means on the interior to show passengers where certain sections of the 
railcar are, such as blocks of seat numbers, or to show the passengers where the exits 
are as well as what the is the next destination of the train. Maley discloses an example 
of a changeable sign used on a railcar to convey various pieces of information to the 
passengers. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have used a 
sign, like that of Maley, on a railcar, like that of Rader, in order to convey pertinent 
information to the passengers of the car. 

Romca et al discloses an identification sign mounted to a seat in the passenger 
cabin of a vehicle like that of an airplane, train ship or bus. It would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art to have applied a seat, like that of Romca et al to a 
vehicle like that of Rader in order to allow passengers to readily identify their seats. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 02/08/06 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. Applicant argues that it is not obvious to combine a sign like that of Maley to 
a vehicle like that of Rader and that it is also not well known in the art for train seats to 
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have identifiers. The applicant states that this is not an obvious combination since train 
seats are typically not reserved and that trains are generally "open seating". The 
Examiner acknowledges that trains usually do follow a policy of "open seating". 
However, this is only a policy of the operators of the train lines. The physical seats can 
still have identifiers, such as seat numbers since the manufacturer of the seat applied 
these numbered plates. Furthermore, such train lines do in fact accept reservations and 
hold seats for passengers based on the class of travel. It is well known that on certain 
travel routes Amtrak operates Business Class, or First Class, rail cars where the 
passenger can reserve a specific seat. 

Applicant also argues that the sign of Maley cannot be used inside and the 
combination does not further show a first identifying means and a second identifying 
means for finding seats. The Maley sign can clearly be used on the interior of the train 
as a first means and the signs of Romca et al mounted to the individual seats can be 
utilized as a secondary means. 

Applicant also argues that the train car of Rader does not have a first story 
between the bogies of the car, instead the first story is atop the bogies. It is well known 
in the art that all railcars sit atop bogies. As shown in figure 6 the entrance and landing 
of he first story sits between the bogies, as the bogies are mounted at either end of the 
railcar. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Robert J. McCarry, Jr. whose telephone number is (571) 
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272-6683. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 7:00am 
to 3:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, S. Joseph Morano can be reached on (571) 272-6684. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



273-8300. 
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